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Public gets
to speak out
on mural

Wednesday forum planned

By MICHAEL TERAULT
Recorder Stalf

. GREENFIELD — The public will
be able to have its say on the merits
of a controversial mural planned [or
the downtown al & special forum
next week at the Greenfield High
School.

The forum will be held Wednesday
-at 7 p.m. in the high scheol cafeteria
Town  Manager Norman E
Thidemann will moderate

" The forum is intended to provide a
greater sense of the mural as being 2
community project and to allay any
concerns people may have about the
Eﬂj-ect. ple at the forum will

v Lhe opportunity to comment on
the mural's design, color scheme
and on the appropriatensss of its lo-
cation, according te  Selectmen’s
Chairman John F. Merrigan.

The planned mural would be pain-
ed on the east wall of the Borofsky
Block, overlooking the Veterans Me
rulginl Mall next to the police sta

= “Because the mural is meant to be
@ celebration, a commemoration of
Greenfield’s history, 1 think in a cer-
tain sense, it's lovely,” mural

pent Rebekks Tippens of Colrain
gaid of the planned forum. “This
first piece of public art in Greenfield
it getting its first public discussion
.. Hopefully, it"ll be dome in & con-
structive way "

Merrigan said he saw no problem
with inviting the public to comment
on the mural's artistic merits. “Tf
it"s phnoxiows in its colors, 1 would
think that ple have that right to
speak to that I'm not advecating
censorship. If it's something that’s
offensive, or too bright in ils color
scheme, [ think people have the right
for that kind of input.” Merrigan
said.

“Al  least

peﬂple will have a

chance to wenl their concerns.”
Merrigan said,
No binding decisions that would

affect the fate of the mural would
come out of the forum, Merrigan
said Friday. No votes would be tak-
&N

But if it became obvious there was
overwhelming opposition to the mu-
ral, "common gense'’ might dictate
that the mural proposal should be
withdrawn or substantially changed,
Merrigan said.

“If there's & major outcry, maybe
they’ll rethink their project”
Merrigan said.

I, on the other hand, 11 turms oul
that the majerity of people at the fo-
ruim favor m . the selectmen
will msd attemnpt to stand in its way,
Merrigan said. But if a clear major
ity it, the board may [eel
mmpeiied to go on record as bein
against it as well, Mermgan sa

seleclmen have Faised concerns

about the mural in the pasl weeks!
alth Selectman Peter A
Ruggeri has said he supports it.

Any attempts by the board te stop
the mural project legally, through
such mechanlsms as & court injunc-
tion or an appeal of the building in-
spector’s approval, will most likely
be put on “back burner™ for the
time being, Merrigan said.

Merrigan said the idea to have &
forum came about as 2 compromise
between Lown officials with concerns
about the mural and the mural’s pro-
panents.

The mural is a project of the Col
rain-based Institute for Cultural Un-
“'“"‘“‘"“d‘gﬁ which is headed by
Tippens. gaid that a few other
Pioneer Valley residents are n-
volved in the Institute, which seeks
ie promote interaction between cul-
tures through artistic enterprises

See MURAL Fage 14




But Hmiﬁtnum Friday that the
gign issue is almost & moot point
now. In fact, the selectmen may
drop the sign issue altogether.and in-
ot m"?ﬁfpuhu Bfu'w“?:

¢ inlerest
Sl‘.'l“b“!'d,%dﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂl_ll-ﬂid—. '

Merrigan also said that a panel
should be set up to digest the com-
ments raised in the forum and to fs-
sue a statement of opinion on the
mural, Such a papel could include
ptnplelnwhredudﬂl;l:heﬂmmﬂ
who would be neutral on the muyral




