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Jowntown art: Mural would be

conspicuous for years to come -

GREENFIELD — Most Greenfield residents
didn’t pay atlention to the propoesed. mural al
Velerans Mall until the past week, when the
plan suddenly arvused controversy. Now we are
L all haing given a seeond chance Lo express our

opinions at a forum this Wednesday al ¥ prmZat =

Greenfield High School. 1f the public doesn't
voice an opinion at this time, then we can’l com:
plain when we find ourselves looking at a large
and conspicuous werk of art that will have a
domninant place in our downtowr for years lo
come.

The forum was arranged by the Greenfield
Board of Selectmen to gather community input
on the mural. Town Manager Norman E.
Thidemann will moderale. :

What is a mural? It is often artwork painted
on the side of a building — usually large scale,
wecasionally brightly colored, ofien highlighting
a1 particular artist's style. A mural can be a way
of adding mew life t0 a rundown building or
neighhor . it can emphasize a new use for
an urban space; it can decorate a vacant lot,

A mural ean enhance new architecture as
well as cover up & crumbling edifice or pmrii,'
renovajed structure. Often walls exposed by ad-
jacent demolitior. are brightened up with the ad-
dition of this painling. A peod mural can be a

* plus for a cityscape.

Painted images on the exterior walls of build-
ings have more than one name. When the build-
ings owner or communily has commissiomed
the artist, we call this work a mural or public
arl, When it is added to public or private proper-
:Ehw:imnm official sanction, then we call it van-

lism or graffiti art. When artists want this of-
ficial =anction, there should be an obvious and
simple method to obtain it,

¢ two women who have been atlempling to
ereate a mural for the town of Greenfield have
tried to coordinate a project that the comefiunity
would appreciate. Local participation in the cre-
ative process was also a primary objective. For
many reasons, plans have no proceeded
smodthly.

RHepresenting the “Institute for Cultural Un-
derstanding,”” ~ Colrain  resident  Rebekka
Tippens was inspired by the work of mural art-
ist Jane! Braun-Reinitz of New York, when the
two met in the Soviet Union during a cultural
exchange program invelving young people. An
historical theme was chosen to honor our: pasi
and endeavor lo make us aware of what we
have lost, or are in danger of losing from our lo-
cal heritage. She conceived this project with
Braun-Heinitz in mind, expecting that local tal-
ent and pessible coordination with Greenfield's

sister cily in the US5R. also would play a~

part, She located a building and was given per-
mission by its owner, an Amherst resident
Ti];pumi felt she had the Community support
for this project, as well as theofficial permis-
sion she needed. The artist’s design was pul vn
display in the Greenfield Public Library {or res-
idents’ input. Additions and changes were made
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The public may express
opinions about the mural at a
forum Wednesday.

=

in response to suggestions, which were offered

‘by those interested enough lo coinment. He-

search was done with the help of the historical
soCiely.

Braun-Heinitz feels that her design preserved
““he intrinsic dignity of the space.”” The project,
financed by the Business Fund for the Arfs and
loeal fund-raising as well as a donation of spe-
cial mural paint, which was artanged by the
artist, woyld involve no public funds.

The two women hoped to create a “participa-
tory process” and planned te culminate the
evenl with a dedication ceremaony involving vis-
iting children from the USSH. Although
Braun-Reinite arrived in Greenfield last week
expecting to begin the actual physical work of
painting, several delays have put the project it-
sl in doubt, !

It is frustrating just listening to the steps that
Tippens has taken lo initiate this project got the
attemnpts she had made to go by the rules and
not step on any toes. Her problems seem to
arise primarily from the lack of a proper agen-
cy 10 our community to deal with something as
important as public art. Should this really be
under the jurisdiclion of the building inspector
or the board of selectmen?

Downtown  Greenfield despite  sume
thoughtless demuolitions, poorly throughout ren-
ovations, and the occasional “sure-thumb™ ar-
chitecture — still has a cohesive guality and has
retained its unigue architectural charm, The
space where the mural would be added-is of a
cerlain mood and style. [t s importdnt that all
this be maintained. It eould easily be spoiled by

. few inappropriate changes 1o e streelscape, -

But who shoald be respansible for supervising
these changes? In some towns, preservation
commissions overses districls or enlire comimu:
pities.  In other cilies, archilectural review
boards must approve drastic changes in the ap-
warance of historie buildings and neighbor-
wods, Should Greenfield have an agency Lo deal
with such things?

The currently propesed mural might only be
ine beginning of changes that could affect the
total look of our downtewn, for betler or worse
This particular project has been delayed by con-

wzsamed, i

sidering it 45 & possible “sign."” Some proposals
might not be deall with so easily and could slip

unnoticed. And pnce Lhey are in place il
is legally-difficult to remove public art works,
Since no one in the architectural community

terested. and the Incal aris-council -

felt they had no say over such a project, should
we see Lo it that someone takes control over the
esthetic integrity of our town — before it is oul
of control.

Az to whether this specific mural design is ap-
propriate for Greenfield, thal is a matter for the
community to comment on Wednesday.

There is no guestion thiit Janel Braun-Heinitz
is a respected and prolific muralist. Her color

-portfolio of designs and commissions 1S impres-
sive. Comparing her typical designs with this
one makes one aware thal she seems to have
adapted her usual bold graphic style in an at-
tempt 1o ke more “folksy ™ for our small Lown.

resulting pastiche has combined three ba-
sic design elements. It is dominated by large
painted “photos™ of historic Greenfield places,
sangled like snapshots on a bulletin board. A bor-
der inspired by eross-stitch samplers and pateh-
work %w'lts has squares of generic-looking im-
ages that are meant o relate to life in Green-
field, both past and present. And a bright back-
ground landscape with river and- trees also
shows & réalistically rendered family unit that
apﬁam to have escaped from an old grade
i | primer.

This is-a design that-has tried Lo focus specifi-
cally on our small town and please everyone. Al-
though she toned down her colors, they are still
much. brighter than anything downtown Green-
field usually chooses. The esthetic decision lo ig-
nore the numercus windows on the wall pro-
posed for the mural has also been questioned.

It will be impossible to please everyone, of
course, Bul whether or not this design is appro-
priate for this spot in Greenfield is a decision
too important to be made by the few casual
passersby who did velunleer their opinions 1o
the artist at the site last week.

Does Greenfield have an arts and architec-
ture eommunity” Why didn't these people, edu-
cated and influential in matters esthelic, take
notice and express themselves befure so much
time had been wasted to create this project?
Whao is going to take charge of these decisions.in
the future? i

'I"he- open discussion  Wednesday L".'L'J:':ng
should prove to be the first step in answering
this and many other questions, A policy can be
established. Now is the opportunity for those
who should be involved — artists, architects,
landscape désigners and urban planners - to
lend their expertise to the community

And the people who have worked so hard 1o
give this lown Lhe gifl of a mural may be giving
the town much more. We may get a permanent
solution to the problem of how te deal with such
issues in the future, even if we do not gel a mu-
ral at this time.




