September 6, 1990

ORANGE: Selectmen appoint new

police chief. Page 4.

GREENFIELD: Fitness center
seeks to keep design on building. Page 2.

The R

198th Year-No. 213

Three towns look

"By CHUCK MEYER
. and DIANE HICKS
Recorder Staff

GREENFIELD Buckland,
Charlemont and Orange have oome
[ =i e as

hea pﬁ! e
Montague uites for & resm
reaction. mposiing £

in the waJ(e
Page 2.

Clll
tmta;ue s vhr-

parcel for I.he slle. hesald,
Charlem

has idéntified a
acre privately owned site it wuuld -
sere ity owed she't vl | S@@-thre
Rottenberg said.

The composting facility, which The Agsociated Pres
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A preliminary séarch for a site
had focused on about 35 acres at the

the Montague Board of Hi

Montague landfill. Initially town offi-  out against it.
cials said they would look into the Selectmen left open the
idea, but last month, selectmen and of further talks, but |

Tim McNally, left, and Jacy Birdsong,
walch as one of the Coleman Brothers' rides is assembled at the Frank-

12-year-old Greenfield bays, lin County Fair Wednesds

runs through Monday.

Let the games begin — it’s
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Mlyﬂtai;agﬂl.;tglfn:fflcml Send off lod;'zdwm:
A para t at 5:30 p.m. on eral —G 7
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fairground gates open at 1 p.m. Exhibits of 4 — Coleman midway opens 1-
all types, rides, food booths and live entertain- 4 — Great American Lumberjack Show 2
ment will jam the fairgrounds for the traditional 5— Yiengst Magic Circus 2:
agricultural fair's five-day run. 5:30 — Kickoff parade 3
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Greenfield could draft
law to restrict-murals
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- = 5 GREENFIELD — It's too late to affect the mural now bel
Comics I | raLuttd downtown, bul the Lown could draft a bylaw that cou
Crossword Purzie 26 legally restrict the size of murals on prh.rate proparty, aemrd
Editorial & ing to Town Attorney Edward P, Smith
For the A 7 And i J. Wednesday said the
il ecord u:wn shou]d developl pulley on murals,
- 26 t hasn't been ddrusui previously, It
Loisure 17-2532  jus! t out of ihe I:llue." he said.-“We put two years into
Region 25 aﬁdrm g the bylaw& and no one had any thought of a mural,"”
il Ad B muE? the town's zoning bylaws as they are now
M Ao _— wrllten l.hat restrict or prohibit a mural such s the one
12,1435  planned near the Veterans Memorial Mall, Smith concluded in a
ol . g formal legal opinion.
Spons S11 ihat could reguate the st of aky future murel projects
e the sizes of any future m o in
Stato 13 town, Smith said. P
Talk of the Towns 23 “You're talking about First Amendment rights. You have to”
Tolevision 24  be careful. It becomes different from a

sefaralz zoning issue.
However, that does not mean you can't effective byLawu
Smithsaid. “Properly done bylaws can mlncl "

See MURAL Page 16




Mural

From Page 1

The Colrain-based 1ostitiute for
Cultural Understanding is sponsor-
the mural to celebrate Green-

-1 t, The mural oon-

. al because zo & op-
(pose its location o cl a monu-
ment for veterans and AUSE SOme

others do not like its appearance,

Smith said his legal research
found that bylaws can be fashioned
that can restrict the sizes of murals
if there is a ““significant goveriment
interest™ in such issues as public
safety or traffic. For example, if a
mural were Lo be so large that it was
going to distract passing molorists
and possibly cause accidents, a by-
law eould restrict its size without
violating First Amendment rights,
he said.

Smith'said he was not necessarily
recommending that such a bylaw be
drafted. He said that would be a de-
cigion that would have to be made by
town councilors and planning offi-
cials, i

- Emith likened 1t @@the town's dem-
onstration permit bylow. Selectmen
cannot deny a permit for a demon-
sglration on the town common, but
they do reserve the right to make
certain restrictions in the name of

public safety.

Smith said he did not get inlo the
specific izsue of whether a mural
constitules a sign under the town's
bylaws in his legal opinion, Rather,
he focused on the larger question of
whether the town's bylaws could be
used Lo restrict or regulate murals.

“Since the definition of a ‘*sign’ is
s0 narrow and 50 very vague, it is
my opinion that the zoning bylaws
are unenforceable as they relate to
murals and wall paintings as ihvolv-
ing non-commercial. First Amend.
ment rights,” Smith read from his
five-page opinion. -

Selectmen have signed the per-
mils for the ﬁmﬂﬂldinﬁ needed for
the painting of the mural on the east-
efm wall of the Borofsky Block, The

appeals would have to granl a spe-
cial permil

Long-range committea

MeGarrah's comment game dur
ing a meeting of the town's Long
Range Advisory Committee, which
was discussing issues affecting the
town.

Committee- Chairman Joseph P
Mattei agreed that the issue should
be discussed. He predicted that the
town might be seeing proposals for
other murals in the years ahead,

now that the present one has finally |

golten the go-ahead.
“We opened the floodgates.” Me-
Garrah a

board dropped ils opposition to the & He said later, It was a hot potato

mural after proponent Rebekka
Ti Elens- of Colrain agreed to hold a
pug ic forum on the mural last week.,
“When the mural project was first
discussed al a selectmen’s mesting
last month, Smith said be was of the
opinion that & musal could be consid-
er=d a sign legally. And if the mural
were lechnically a sign fdnder the
lown's bylaws, the mural as pro-
would exceed the size limits

or signs spelled oul in the town's

zoning bylaws. The zoning board of

and it was certainly an issue that
drew  atlention,” MoGarrah  said.
McGarrah had opposed the current
mural when it was first proposed,
Greenfield Public :I.IE-rar}r Dhirec-
tor J. Michael Franceschi suggested
that an ad hoc commitiee or adviso-
ry panel of some kind could be et up
o review mural projects. He said
that he knew of some commumnities
that had such panels for reviewing
publie art |:|.is|:|l.|a.3,-n_II
. Franceschi said" the members of

such a panel could evaluate a project

and consider its impact on the com-
munity's overall image.

But Franceschi added that he
could see the inherent difficulty with
setting up a panél and defining its
regulatory or advisory powers.,
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